
Portugal and Colonies
Pre Stamp Period

Treatment, Philatelic Importance and rarity
The exhibit is presented in three main chapters and fifteen sub-chapters which are displayed chronologically. At the first page of each chapter 
there is a title and an introductory text about the subject of the following pages. At the top of some pages, the title draws attention when a 
relevant letter is shown. The letters have been carefully studied and explained as to rates, routes, forwarding agents, and nominative town 
marks. The marks were chosen for the quality of strike. Several are rare and some are the only one recorded. 
The captions are in bold print, the additional historical information in normal print, and the content of the letters, when relevant, in italics. 
The most important items are highlighted by a dark magenta frame. (E) for expertized.

Philatelic knowledge
Postal history research has been performed by the exhibitor in official archives and libraries during the past fifteen years and applied in 
this exhibit as well as in some articles published. 

Plan

Scope and Background
The pre stamp period dates from 6 November 1520, the year of the establishment of an organized post office by King Manuel I and the 
appointment of Luis Homem as the first Postmaster General, and goes until the beginning of the use of the first adhesives on 1 July 1853. 
In 1606, the post office, a profitable business, was sold to the “Mata Coronel” family, until 1797 when the post office returned to the state 
administration with new modern rules. Portugal had a large colonial empire spread across four continents, in Brazil,  Africa, India, Macau 
(China), and Timor, and needed an efficient mail service to allow an effective central administration from Lisbon. 
The Maritime Postal Decree/Correio Marítimo published on 20 January 1798 established the overseas mail rates. 
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Purpose
The aim of this collection is to show the different postal rules from 1520 until the end of the pre-adhesive period (1 July 1853). Of 
importance, is  the study of the postal rates, still unknown in the beginning of the post office. During the 16th and 17th centuries the rates 
where rarely seen on covers, and some of this scarce examples are shown in the exhibit. By the end of the 18th century the rates were 
based on the weight and from 1801 based on weight and distance, under the New Postal Regulation.This practice prevailed until the end 
of the pre-adhesive period. The postal rates, almost exclusively paid by the recipient was then the primary rule.
Also in the purpose are the study of the town postmarks, the routes to forward the mail by sea or by land, the time required for its delivery, 
the mail of Portuguese colonies, the mail carried by the English packet boats, the registered and prepaid letters, the mail during the civil 
wars and the Napoleonic campaigns. 

1 - The Postmasters Period - 1520 to 1799

2 - The Provisional  Regulation,  1 Aug. 1799 to 20 April 1801

3 - The New Postal Regulation of 21 April 1801 to 30 June 1853 
3.1 - The Postal Reform of 1805
3.2 - Regular Mail 
3.3 - Registered Mail / Segura letters
3.4 - Prepaid Postage / Franca letters    
3.5 - Special Postal Tax - Law of 20 April 1850  
3.6 - Correction of Rates by the recipient post office
3.7 - Home delivery and Forwarding Postmarks
3.8 - Foreign Countries - incoming and outgoing mail

3.9 - Maritime Mail 

3.9.1 - Domestic Ship Mail 

3.9.2 - Atlantic Islands: Açores and Madeira

3.9.3 - Portuguese Overseas Colonies - Brasil, Cape Verde, 

             S. Tomé, Angola, Moçambique, India, Macau, Timor

3.9.4 - British Packets and Foreign Ship Letters

3.10 - Mail in War Time

3.10.1 - Napoleonic Campaigns / Peninsular War 1807 -14

3.10.2 - Civil War, Liberal against Absolutists 1828 - 34

3.10.3 - Civil War, Maria da Fonte and Patuleia 1846 - 47


